INSIDE

Up with People Swiss Alumni Association Magazine

www.uwpsaa.ch

Spring 2021

Snow weekend @ Aletsch Arena

PREVIEW!

INSIDE SPRING 2021
In this INSIDE
Notes from the board

3

Up with People
UWP Tour canceled till 2022

4

Alumni in Europe & Worldwide
Liège is canceled
meet the future Secretary to the Board
of Governors of the UWPIAA
Around the UWP Swiss Alumni Association
SAM and General Assembly October 29 – 31, 2021
Snow weekend 2021 @ Aletsch Arena

5
6
7
8

Social Committee
From the new SoCo
Thank you SoCo Team
Order your cookbook
Thank you for the support of Chance Swiss

11
12
13
14

Alumni in Switzerland: How Corona affects me
Marcel Heggli
Franziska Widmer – Noetzli

15
17

Agenda
Contact Information

19
20

Impressum
This publication is a member
Association UWPSAA.
Circulation:
Editorial for this issue:
Contact:

magazine for the Up with People Swiss Alumni
280 Copies
Alex Blum, D 89
inside@uwpsaa.ch

Deadline for the next INSIDE: October 2021
2

Notes from the Board
Where do you get your inspiration in these times of
the pandemic, when we can’t go to the theater nor
can we go travelling? I miss meeting people
outside my “bubble” and getting diverse views of
the world.
So I was so pleased to find out that the UWPIAA
started a series of critical conversations about
different topics. Just the other day I followed the
conversation about “gender”. Even though I
thought I was aware of a lot, it was touching and
very inspiring. By listening to the conversation I
learned a lot. What touched me the most, was how
the panelists had a loving but critical view on how UWP deals with the topic of
diversity. Jenn Burleton (she/her, SingOut ’69), a transgender woman, said that she
had waited 52 years for UWP to have this conversation and that she hadn’t been
comfortable being her full self in UWP till about 2007. Devan Wiensch (they/them,
17B/18B), identifies as non-binary and had (luckily) a different experience but they
also think more should be done in UWP. “It’s ok that we ask questions (What color
is god’s skin? Who will you be?) and take a stand for what we believe in – also
politically.”
I don’t want to say that UWP should become a political organization but I believe
that we need to live diversity and inclusivity on all levels. In a world of cis-genderprivilege, white-privilege and all privilege for what some people dare to call the
“norm” I would like UWP to make an example in the community. The UWPIAA
program committee does that with their critical conversations. I invite you to watch
them live on Zoom or later on the UWPIAA Facebook Group.
Those of us who have the right to vote in Switzerland have the opportunity to soon
vote for a step into a more inclusive law. In September or November you can vote
about marriage equality. Should I ask you here “Who will you be?” or can I just
say “to be consistent with the values UWP stands for – please vote yes for marriage
equality”.
If you have ideas if or how we can make the communication and the activities of
the UWPSAA more inclusive, please contact me anytime. Take care and stay
connected
Laura Curau (she/her), Cast A 2010, Vice-President UWPSAA
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Up with People
Further Extension of Up with
People’s Tour Suspension

New Summer program
Changemaker U (age 18-20)

Up with People has made the decision
to continue the suspension of its
touring cast program through the
Spring of 2022 due to the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic. We do not make
this decision lightly. We constantly
monitor the guidance of the world’s
leading public health authorities
including the WHO, the CDC and the
U.S. State Department, as well as the
regulations from several nations, in
order to determine the earliest time that
we can operate in a way that serves our
most fundamental duty – to provide a
safe and rich experience for our
students and staff.

As you know, because of COVID-19
Up with People had to seize it's
operation. Until we can start the
touring program again in early 2022.
we created a new program for only this
summer as we wait for the world to
reopen. It is a very unique summer
camp
that
will
take
place
in Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA, July
11-31, 2021, for young adults between
18-20 years. The website will offer the
most comprehensive information and
that's also where people can apply:
www.upwithpeople.org/changemakerU

During the period while our touring
program is on hold, we are working
hard to redesign and improve not only
our program, but everything we do.
We are very excited about the future
and look forward to unveiling what
will come next. However, given the
forthcoming changes, we will not be
accepting further applications at this
time. Please hold tight until we share
our new plans, then we will look
forward to receiving your application
for an exciting new adventure!
Sabine Mikulas, Admissions Advisor
Europe, smikulas@upwithpeople.org
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Agenda
Due to Corona we can’t guarantee any of the listed events. Please check out
the website for recent updates.
Events in Switzerland
October 29 - 31, 2021

5th Swiss Alumni Meeting (SAM)
incl. 32nd General Assembly in Delémont (JU)
Check our website for sign up in summer

For further information about events, please see www.uwpsaa.ch/agenda
International Alumni events
May 14 - 16, 2021

V-EAM - Uwpeam.com (on Zoom)

July 23 - 26, 2021

UWPIAA Reunion Phoenix, AZ (canceled)

September 24 - 26, 2021

German Alumni Meeting in Goslar

June 2022

EAM Helsinki

For further information about international events, have a look at
www.upwithpeople.org/alumni
Up with People programm
July 11 - 31, 2021

Summer Program “ChangemakerU” (18-20 y)
Camp Up with People (13-17 y)
Harrisonburg, Virginia (USA)
www.upwithpeople.org

19

