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Notes from the Board
At the general assembly 2017 we changed our
bylaws. The most important change was, that
now all Swiss alumni automatically become
passive members of the association. Since then
we sent out a letter to all the „new“ members. We
informed them about the association and asked
them to update their contact information. We
updated over 100 addresses and, even more
important, 14 alumni decided to become active
members. So the number of active members increased for the first time in
many years.
But there are two big challenges that we are facing: we have more than 270
invalid contact information – 35% of all the listed alumni. All we have is
their name and cast and sometimes an address, that is most likely from the
time when they travelled. To find out the current address takes a lot of effort
and is often not successful. The most helpful way is through fellow cast
members that may have a contact through social media. But for data
protection reasons, we cannot just publish or send a list with names. We are
working on ideas to find out where all these Swiss people, which once have
been on the road with UWP, live today. The second challenge is that we still
need to find and motivate more young alumni to take an active role in the
association. Today there are 3-8 new Swiss students travelling every year.
The „gap“ to the older alumni is big – they are from another generation. So,
we need to find out, what they expect from an alumni association and how
we can involve them in the UWPSAA. Fortunately, we do have some young
members, hopefully they can help us to find some answers to our questions.
I am very proud of what we achieved in the last years and I am looking
forward to the years to come. But the future of the UWP Swiss Alumni
Association depends a lot on how the members are involved, what their ideas
and needs of the association are. So please let me know – either personally
or through an email or a call!
Oliver Ege, A92
President, oliver.ege@uwpsaa.ch
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Swiss students on the road with Cast B 2018
Alexandra Jung (19)
Winkel (ZH), student
«Throughout the tour, I love talking
to people about Switzerland,
whether it is at a culture fair, with
my cast mates or with my host
families. I really like telling the fun
facts, which Switzerland has, like
that the country has four official
languages. Another way how I still
stay connected to home is through
texting or skyping with my family
and
friends,
and
just
asking how everything is going
back home.»
Follow Alexandra!
Instagram: @thats_incredibox
Facebook: Alexandra Jung
The other Swiss Cast members of
Cast B 2018:
• Lieve Karels
• Nicole Eichenberger
• Samuel Fritz
• Melanie Moser
• Corinne Isler (2nd semester)
• Cloé Bernier (Staff)
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This is a picture that was taken in
Grand Island, NE with the camera
of my fellow Swiss participant,
Samuel! The girls and I only lived
one street away from the guys, so
we got to hang out with them on
most of the evenings. This group
shot represents 4 countries!
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Agenda
Events in Switzerland
March 8 – 10, 2019

Snow weekend in Unterwasser/Wildhaus (SG)
Register now on www.uwpsaa.ch

October 25 – 27, 2019

4th Swiss Alumni Meeting (SAM)
incl. the 30th General Assembly

For further information about the events, please see
www.uwpsaa.ch/agenda

International events
April 12 – 14, 2019

European Alumni Meeting, Ennis (IRL)

July 24 – 28, 2019

UWPIAA Reunion, Tucson AZ (USA)

May 22 – 24, 2020

European Alumni Meeting, Liège (BEL)

For further information about international events, have a look at
www.upwithpeople.org/alumni
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